_ 


| DEPTFORD STRAND, 


E .11.69 | 


SERMON 


Preached before the 
CORPORATION 


O F 


I N 


At the EtecrTtion of their 
MASTER, May xxx. 1681. 


in tothe 


By JOHN ROGERS, A. M. and Cha 
RGE 


RIGHT HONOURABLE GE 
| Earl of BERKELET. 


| — — ———_ —C— @—O WO O——— 


ublithed by their Appointment. 


| n 


—Þu 
. LONDON, 


Printed by J. Macock, for Richard Royſton, Book- 
ſeller to the Kings moſt Excellent Majeſty. 
MDCLXXXIL. | 


. 
EF < i "= ” * ON 
- DS - a . . 
*, "a _ 
—_  . — = . 
__ +. _ 
- Te J 
- ay . 
= a R = \&- d 
” —_ _— 
- = * 
« 
de x =_ 


ah 
hs. com —_— — — 


PREY 


= 


PRO 
way 7 new Wt. 


> 


— _ - — —0 © 


— -- [ id 
- 
* 
- , 
. 
hn, 
- Wm 
= a - 
% 
CC. << " 
. PR n 
by va % wm 4 
[Hun - 2» 
« * = 
" . ” 
" : 
op [4.2.24 | 
. _ Ld , - ' 
- 
- . Page 
- | » [ 
| . a » CEL 
L | 
s 6 IP = 
SY iS * " 
| —_— 
_- : 2 
4 : 
- | i : 
Ss 5 . 
+ 1 _—_— / 
. w Þ oy . l 
_ — 
———— - - 2 yg on 9% e_—__—_ <_—_— 


TO'THE 


Right Honourable _.. 


GEORGE 
EARLof BERKELEYT, 
Viſcount Dur «5 « v, Lord 


BER KELE Yoſ Berlg-.. 
* hey-Cafte, &." 


My Low, 
N bumble Olnkicacs: 7p Ya 


ro 4 Requeſt wade to\. 


Tour Lo ip by the worthy dex 


ani Gent —m_ the 
of Trinity this. 


which ru me only fa! 
w-46 m0 'S) Te Bp | 


Lordſhips Commands, and due 2 


"Is EL: Dedinacy. 


Cm— 


thoſe worthy Gentlemens Acceptance 


from the Preſs. The Intention of it 


being to _perſwade Sea-taring men to 

the Exerciſe of Religton and Þ ertve, 

pon; Motives proper to themſekves.; 

f, by God's Bleſſing.»pon it, it ſhall 
e 


4 .means. of turning any one, unto 


Righteouſneſs, it will e the moſt am- 


ple-Return I expe@t for this bold Ad- 
venture abroad. CS fey: 
My Lord, if it were: poſſible that 
all of your high Rank and Quality 
would, afier your great. Example, 
reſolve to be either Enconragers 
Trade-, or. employ. their Minds 
ſome other way as ſerviceable to their 
King, their Country, and-'T hem< 
ſelves; we might then hope to ſee 


every one of them become, what your- 


Lordi now #, inflexibly Loyal to 
bis Prince, a Hearty Lover of his 


(ountry, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Country, a Great Friend to Buſmeſs 
and Trade, and a Profeſſed Enemy 
to the looſeneſs and degeneracy of the 


Age. 


\ 


My Lord. 


I- am 


Your Lordſhips 
moſt humble, and 


moſt obedient 


Servant and Chaplain, 


JOHN ROGERS. 


A. SER MON Preached before 
the ( orporation of T xixITyY- 
House, in Deptford-Strand, 

_ May xxx. 1681, 


 Fonan I. 6. 


So the Ship-maſter came to him, and ſaid unto him, 
What meaneſt thou, O Sleeper * Ariſe, call 
upon thy God, if jo be that God will think ups 


an.#s that we periſh not. 


"N this Book, we have 2 compendi- 
ous Hiſtory of the extraordinary miſ- 


fion of the Propher Jonah, to preach 
=. Reperitance to the Niivites, whole 
wickedneſs had come up- before the Lord; 
Wherein, if we conſider the Circumftan- 
ces that attend-it, they will appear to be of 
a very ſtrange and extraordinary Nature 
lo ſeemingly oppoſite to the thing de- 
ligned, and yet ſo harmonious-and ſucceſs- 
- ful in the'Exent, that this Inſtance alone- 

were ſufficient to humble our minds, make: 
| _ 


i 
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us acquieſce under all the Diſpenſations of 


Divine Providence, rely -upon God's Ways, 


though they be never {o unlike ours, and 
walk ſubmiſſively in his Paths, how crook- 
ed andintricate Ri they may ſcem to be. 

That a poor ſolitary Propher-out of ]/- 
ra?l, ſhould .enter the Streets of the greac 


Metropolis of Aſſyria, Niniveh that great City, 


(whole compals, ſay Hiſtorians, was forty 
eight Miles, and her Towers fifteen hun- 
dred) nay ſo exceeding great, that the Pro- . 
phet himlelf, chap. 3. ver. 3. afhrms it to be 
three days journey within it ſelf ; rhat he 
ſhould there denounce woſul judgment a- 
ainſt the Inhabitants thereof ,- it within 
| Ham days they humbled not themlelves be- 
fore God ; what could poſſibly be expected 
from ſo daring an attempt, but that the 
Prophet upon the firſt opening of his mouth, 
ſhould have immediately fell a Sacrifice to 
the fury of the enraged multitude ? Yet be- 
hold the contrary ! his words become quick 
and powerful, and ſharper than a two-edged-ſword ; 
he no ſooner enters the City, and lifts up 
his voice, but the-People believe God, and 
a Faſt 3s proclaimed by a Decree of King 
| | ans 


£ 


-and Nobles, a Faſt ſo rigorous both for 
Man and Beaſt, that the like was never 
heard of before. _ 

Again, The word of the Lord came unto Jonah 
ſaying, Ariſe, go to Ninivehk. The ſpeedy ex- 
ecution of his Commiſſion, one would have 
thought, ſhould have been much forward- 
ed by the near approach of the Judgment, 
Yet forty days, and Niniyeb ſhall be deſtroyed : 


yet behold, he flies from the Prelence of * 


the Lord, turns away from Aſſyria, goes on 
Board at Joppa, and is bound for Cilicia ; 
nay, fo regardleſs was he of his Commil- 
ſion, that inſtead of trembling in the ſight 
of God (for alas, Whither can he flee from his 
preſence ? Tf he take the wings of the morning, 
and dwell in the uttermoſt parts of the Sea, even 
there ſhall bis right hand bold him) fo regard- 
leſs was he, I ſay, of the heavenly voice, 
and the Judgment conſequetrit upon fo great 
Diſobedience, that he lays himſelf down in 
perfect ſecurity, is not to be awakened ei- 
ther by the loudneſs of the Winds, or the 
roaring of the Waters ; till at laſt admoniſh- 
ed by a Heathen he is content to be caſt 0- 
ver-board , arid takes up an unheard-of 
| K|.- Lodging 


| 
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Chap, t. ver. 
I, 2+ 


Chap. 3. ver. 


Plal. 139. 7,5, 
10. 


* —_— A Seri "n preached. befor e the 
ae Lodging in the Belly of a Whale (which 


Jo. Tzezes in by the way mult give occaſion for that Sto- 
13 Ofind.” oe Herodes neg by Lycophron, who 
calls him Te##=#p©, - becaule he was preſer-, 

ved three nights in the Belly of a Fiſh.) 

Now that all theſe ſo ſeemingly untoward 
accidents, ſhould be fo wiſely managed in 

the Event,as to mightily advantage thatEnd 

which they appeared ſo much diretly to 

oppole ; this plainly ſhews, that ſuch things 

Pat. 118. 23. are the Lords doings, and ought to be marvellous m 
our eyes. Yet upon thets ſtrange occurren- 

ces, tis probable, the. Mariners could not 

or forbear ſpreading the report ofthem, which 
of Providence. at laſt reaching Niniveb, might prepare the 
Prophets way, poſſeſs the people that. he, 

could not come to them but by a Miracle, 

'that he was a Perſon extraordinarily ſent of 

God, and by this means gaincredit and ſuc- 

ceſs to his Preaching. 

Now among, all the Paſlages of this 

Hiſtory, -I have made choice of that which 

concerns the Prophet's behaviour whilſt out 

atSea; as being moſt ſuitable to the preſenc 

Occaſion, and moſt agreeable to my De- 

gn, which is to be as practical as 1 = : 

—— bat 
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— What meaneſt thou, 0 Sleeper ? Aviſe, call 
upon thy God, if ſo be that God will think upon us 
that we periſh not. | 

In ſpeaking to which words, I ſhall do 
theſe following things : Y, 


[. Shew, Thatthe proper Effect of Dan- 
gers by Sca,ſhould be to awaken mens 
minds, and raiſe them up unto Acts 
of Devotion ; What meaneft thou, 0 
Sleeper ? Ariſe, call upon thy God. 

II. The great Encouragement men 
have to do this, from the eſpecial 
Providence of God over Sea-affairs ; 
If fo be that God will think upon us, that 
we periſh not. And, | 

II. 1 ſhall crave leaveto anſwer ſome 

' Obje&tions which this Diſcourſe may 
be thought liable unto. 


! I. That the proper Effect of ers by 
Sea ſhould bero awaken mens minds, and 
raiſe them up unto acts of, Devotion ; What 
meaneſt thou, O Sleeper ? Ariſe, call thy 
God. To call upon God in times of Dan- 
ger and Difſtrels, is natural ro mankind ; but 
no kind of Dangers have ſuch an aptitude 


B 2 in 
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in them to Touſe the Spirits of men, and 
make them think what their cqndition - is 
towards God, as thoſe which ſea-faring men 
2 Cor. 11.24, are frequently expoſed to. S* Paul recount- 
** - ing the dangers he had paſſed through in 
preaching the Goſpel to the Nations, be- 
gins with perils m the deep, and again twice 
. repeats it in the ſame verle, im perils of wa- 
ter , in perils in the Sea ; as if thoſe alone 
- were the great affliftions he would moſt 
olory in: and the Philoſopher accounted 
men at Sea to be but a kind of Borderers be- 
Pal. 107, 23, EWeen the living and the dead. They that go 
=> down to the Sea in Ships, ſaith the Pfalmiit, 
they ſee the works of the Lord, and his" wonders 
in the deep; i, e, the great and mighty 
works of the Creation, and the extraordi- 
nary wonders of God's Providence, are ſo 
apparent to theſe mens eyes that they can- 
not but confider them, and take eſpecial 
notice of 'the dangers they paſs through. 
And however cuſtom may in time wear 0 
all Senſe of danger, yet can it never lefſen 
It, as will appear by conſidering theſe three 
things : (1.) The Suddenneſs of thoſe cala- 
mities which may happen to ſea-faring 
men 3 
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men ; (2.) The»Number of them ;- and 
(3-) Their Frequency. 


For their Suddenneſs, there are no kind of 


accidents to which the lives of men are ſub- 
ject, thar are ſo ſure and ſwift Executioners 
as thoſe which lye in- wait for Mariners. 
A man may linger out his days under a fore 
Diſeaſe; 'and though: ſome fiercer kinds 
may ſooner ſeize upon. his Vitals, yet rare- 
ly is Death this way fo ſwift. of foot as not 
to give ſome Warning to the Patient, and 
by alarming his Conſcience make him ſo to 
conſider his lacter end/as co apply his heart 
' to Wiſdom and RepeEntance. Buralas!. 'ris 
far otherwile in the condition I am now 
ſpeaking of ; a man may.leea Clond na bigger 
than his hand, yet in a moment its waters {hall 
overwhelm him, andthe Deep ſhall ſwal- 
low him up quick, before he ſhall be able 
ro arije, and call upon bis God. * The confide- 
ration of this cannot but inform you what 
obligations you have aboye other men to 
be always in a readinels, and diligently to 
watch , becaule you know not in what 


hour this {ad calamity may fall upon you. 


1 Kings 18.44, 


. Watch thereſore, for you knownot what hour the Math. 24, 42, 


Lord 435 44+ 


i. th 


oY 
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D — 


Lord doth come. But know this, TT bat if the 
go;d man of the houſe had known m What watch the 


.  T buf would come, be would have watched, and 


Philip. 2. 12. 


would -not have ſuffered his houſe to be broken up. 
T herefore be you alſoready, for im ſuch an hour 
as you think not, the-Son of man cometh, 

For the Number of the dangers, they be- 
come yer more terrible, and beyond my 
abilities ro recount. The dangers of the 
Waters beneath, the falling of Spours from 
above, the Rocks and Quicklands, the 
cempeſtuous Winds and Hurricanes with- 
out, any ſmall Leak within, one Spark in 
the Gun-room, nay one wry ſtep is ſufficient 
<0 diſpatch a man, and ſend him quick in- 
to another World, And can any one in 
his right ſenſes refle& upon thele things, 
and yet negle&t the working out bis ſalvation 
with fear and trembling * Conlider but in 
what an Amazement muſt that wretched 
man be, who paſſes immediately with Oaths 
and Execrations in his mouth, to make his 
appearance before the Judgment-Seat of 
Chriſt ; What a ſurprize muſt ic needs be 
unto him, when he awakens in another 
World , and begins then to call upon his God 

when 
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when he can expect no other Anſwer than, 


1 know you not, depart from me you wicked into Manh. 25. 41. 


everlaſting fire, prepared .for the Devil and his 
Angels ! Again, | 

For the Frequency of the dangers, they are 
yet more formidable ; becaule this wyll 
certainly convince you that theſe ſad AMi- 
&ions are not only poſſible, but common 
unto men., and. that for ought any one 
knows to the contrary his own turn isnext. 
Now that the dangers which ſea-faring men 
are expoſed to are frequent and common, 
and do ordinarily happen unto:them; there 
needs no-other Argument to convince you 
than your own- experience of them 3 the 
many reſcues you have had out of the very 
Jaws of Death; thoſe many, andeven mi+ 
raculous, delfMrances which you cannot 
but be ſenſible of, and which have hap- 
pened to-you even then when all hopes of 
eſcape ſeemed to be/quite taken away. | 
ſhould -not have mentioned this particular, 
but that am afraid it is an opinion:too com- 
mon amongſt you, Thar ſince the great im- 
provements. of Navigation, andthe daily 


I 


advancement of Knowledge in Sea-affairs, 
| the 
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the Ocean is now rendred fo paſlable-and 
ſecure, that the Accidents ſeem not to exceed 
thoſe which men in general are expoſed to; 
and yet out of your own mouths may you 
be convinced, lince it is hardly poſſibly to 
find one lea-faring man, who 1s not able 
to recount as many / dangers as voyages, and 
does nor ater a long and perillous abſence 
from home, eſteem it almolt'a reſurrection 
from the'dea&to recover his native Shore a- 
ain. | 

Now if thele Fr were but once 
throughly conlidered and laid to hearr, one 
would think it almoſt impoſſible here 
ſhould be any ſuch Monſter in the World 
as a loole and irreligious Sea- -man, and that 
theſe are rhey of all men yyho live ſoberly, 
righteouſly and godly m this prefMat world wha 

Qs ria 9%: Pray-continually, and call upon cheir God, 
gares and are leaſt obnoxious ro inconf1 derdtion 
and ſtupidity. ; that theſe are they who live 
in a perperual ſenſe of the proteing Arm 
of God,' and a continual dread of his Ma- 
jeſty, m whom, after an extraordinary man- 
ner, they live and move, and have their bemy , 
and that if this ſort of warfare cannot per- 

{wade 
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ſwade men, neither will they be: perſwaded though 7 
- one ſhould riſe to them from the dead; there be- 

ing nothing in this World which in its own 

nature can'tend more to the awakening of 

mens minds, 'and bring them ovyerinto the 

ways of Religion and Yertue, than that pe- 

rillous ſtate they: live in, through the / enemy 

neſs, the number and frequency of thole cala- 

mities which are always incidence to ſea- 

faring men. I come therefore to ſhew, 

IF. Whar great encouragement you have 

eo call epon God, ' from the con{iderarion of 

hiseſpecial Providence over Sea-affairs ; F 

o be that God will thmk upon us, that we peri 

4 rx rabwlan conſiders how al cl 

exprels the Scriptures are in the declaracion 

of this truth, he will at the ſame time be 

inclined to think, That though Gods Pro- 

vidence and his mercy are over all his works, yet 

the great ſtrokes of his Divine Arm are 

made moſt manifeſt in the Deep. For he 

tis who commandeth and raifeth the ftormy wind, Pal. 107. 25, 

which lifteth up the waves of the Sea, He gas pai. 44.5. 

thereth the waters of the Sea together as an heap, 

and layeth up the depth in his ſtore-houſes ; be tread- Pal. 65. 7. 

eth upon the wayes of the Sea, and ſtilleth the 
C noiſe 
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Plal. 8g. 9. 


Jer. $. 22. 


Hiotus. 


Job 38.” 31. 


noiſe of the Seas, and the noiſe of their waves ; be 
ruleth the raging of the Sea, and when the waves . 
thereof ariſe, be ſtill. th them. Fear ye not me, 


ſaith the Lord * will ye not tremble at my preſence, 


which have placed the Sand for the Bound of the 


' Sea, by a perpetual Decree , that it cannot paſs 


it, and though the waves thereof toſs themſelves, 
Jet can, they not prevail, though they roar, yet can 
they not paſs over it * And what an encou- 
ragement mult ir needs be to ſerve and fear 
that God, who is thus able to think upon 
you that:you periſh not ? It cannot but be 

ighly your -concern to engage this Provi- 
dence onyour fide, which is only able to 
deliver you , . unleſs you can pretend like 
Xerxes to ſtop the raging of the Sea, by 
caſting Manacles and Fetters into the Helle- 
ſpont ; which he was as able to perform as 
thou art to bind the ſweet influences of Pleiades, 


or looſe the bands of Orion. Alas ! thele are the 
Ordinances of Heaven , and from hence 


alone muſt we expett to be delivered out of 
our diſtreſs. But rell me, O wretched man, 
whoever thou art, that art not uſed to call 
upon thy God but in thy Oaths and Blaſphe- 
mies, which way canſt thou promiſe to o 


le 


- ' 
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ſelf ſecurity, whilſt thou.chinkeſt thus to our- 
face God, and dehie the Almighty when he 


hath got thee faſt (if I may ſo ſpeak) in the. 
very Element of his wrath. 
thou, O Sleeper * Dolt thou preſump 
go on becauſe thy misfortunes hitherto have 
not been worle than other mens 


thou the riches of God's goodneſs, and 


What meane 


Y 


and long ſuffering ; not knowmy that the goodneſs 


of God 


id lead thee to repentance ? but after 


thy hardneſs and impenitent beart treaſureſt up un- 
to thy ſelf wrath againſt the day of wrath, and re- 
velation of the righteous judgment. of God,' who 


(when the Sea ſhall give up ber dead) will ren- 'ayoc. 20. 13 


der to every man accordmg to bis deeds. . "Tis 
true, how much ſoever we call upon! our 


God, yet on. the other hand may we ſtill 


fail of a deliverance, . and there is ao. reaſon 


to expect that the event 'mult punctually 
anſwer our delires, unleſs we were as able 
to; judge for our ſelves as infinite wiſdom. it 
ſelf is. But, although ordinarily. is, cannot. 
be ſuppoſed that every. good man ſhould 


hear the. yoice of. God. (whole he-is, and 


whom he ſerves) ſpeaking to, him after the 


lame manner as. once, to. the Apoſtle Saint 


C 2 


Paul ; 


? Deſpiſeſt om 2. & $+ 


forbearance, 


\| 


7 
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Ads a 24- Pall Fear not, thou muſt be brought before Ce: 
far, and lo. T have given thee all them that ſail 


with thee ; though, I ſay, it were aha gn 
thus to preſume upon extraordina 
of Providence, yet does it not at ry Thom 
from hence that good men are not entituled 
tothe mercies and deliverances of God, and 
the bad are not ſometimes examples of his 
vengeance. This is plainly acknowledged 
by the Philoſopher, 2s he beſpoke his 
wretched Companions after this manner, 
Sram (in) wn adorlu vugs halt whtovlas, Bc. 
Hold your peace (ſays he) leſt the gods 
knowing that you ſail wich us, we all pe- 
riſh for your fakes. | 

Hl. y come now to anſwer ſome Obje- 
ions which this Diſcourſe may be thought 
liableunto. And the moſt plauſible chat I 
can think of are theſe thatfollow : 

1. That Religion is apt to inject fear 
into mens minds, which muſt needs render 
it yery improper for ſea-faring men. 

24k 'will take up too Hack of your 
rime, and ſlacken you endeayours i in caſes 
of irtiminent 
ae: We the Koonlodge cf the Seas is 


rather 


* 


w_ ea. SOT I is. nr EE IT 
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rather apt ro draw men off from the belief 
of a God and Providence, than to ſettle 
and eftabliſh them in it. 

And if theſe things be lo, I have loſt my 
labour, all my advice is in vain.” Butler 
'us' ſee of 'whar force" theſe' Objetions are; 
'before we and our Religion (5 eaſily parr. 
And, 

r. *Tis faid, That Religion is apt toin- 
je& fear into mens minds, which muſt 
needs render it very improper for ſea-faring 
men. For, it being already granted thar 
throughout the whole vvilible''Creation, 
there'is not'to be found fuch another Scene 
of aſtoniſhing dangers, as.men ſometimes 
meet with out ar Sea; when they are on. 
all 'fides' terrified with grifti Mefſengers of 
death, and, as the Palmift well expreſſerh 


It, they reel to and" fro ' and{ Rapper like a druns Pal. 107. 27. 


ken man, and are at their wits end® Tewill then 
follow, that chey of 'all' men in the World 
have at fich time the-greateſt need of an 
undaunted courage, and a bold and reſolute 
mind. 'But this cannot otherwiſe be ob- 
cained, than by” caſting off aWapptehen(t- 
6ns of Deadb/and Hell, and a Judgrnent ro 


COmMme ; 
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come ; which will ſo infeeble mens minds 
and-prey upon their Spirits, that the effect 
of dwelling upon ſuch choughts willcertain- 
ly appear to be an heartlels and deſpairing 
condition ; andſince it were the beſt way 
to--overlook all thoſe terrours which are ſo 
viſible about us, what reaſon is there that 
we ſhould create new'ones which are not 
ſeen, and raiſe a more formidable enemy 
within our ſelves. - 1n anſwer to this, 

Firſt, 1 yield partly to what the Obje- 
tion ſuppoles, That bad men when their 
lives are in real danger, have the terrours 
of the Lord upon them, and a fearful ex- 
pectation of a, Judgment co come : and if 
men will yenture our at Sea with evil ha- 
bits-about them, , and laden'with iniquity, 
there is-no help for itt; the fears of Neath 


- and a Judgment conſequent upon it,ſhall na- 
- turally accompany and overlet them. There 


is no other poſſible . remedy. in this caſe 
bur:one, and that is, That ſuch men would 
deal by their fins, as the Mariners. in the 
Verſe before my Text were forced to do 
by.cheir-wares, getrid of them as. ſpeedily 
as: they can, that by: ſo: doing they .may 

| lighten 
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lighten the V efſel, and having laid afide eve- wa. | ww” 


ry weight, and the ſm which doth ſo eaſily beſet 
them, they may run with patience that race which 
is fet before them. Bur then, 

Secondly, On the other hand, it is as cer- 
tain that nothing, inſpires men more with 
true courage and bravery of reſolution than 
Religion and Verrue. For when men have 
got atliberty from their Luſts, and are be- 
come Maſters of themſelves, and have a- 


bandoned the ſoft Paths of eaſe and luxury; 


2s in times of the greateſt difhculty and ha- 


zard, «they 'will far exceed other men in fa- 
gacity and: preſence of mind (and confe- 
quently in a happy dilcovery, of the beſt 


means of eſcape). {o will they alfo truly be- 


come berter inabled roundergo the worlt of 
hardſhips, and to weather out the moſt vi- 
olent Storms :.. and whereas the wicked are 
full of inward dilconfolations and fearful a- 
bodings, which ſo.diſtra&t their-minds, that 
they are already lunk/in deſpair ; the vertu- 
ous man is ſecure. of God's: Providence on 
his fide, and is certainly affured; That what- 
ever the ſucceſs: of / his endeavours be; he 
ſhall be ſtill on the victorious Party : for he 


well 
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-.; well kaows thacichart. God iwhom he ſeryes 
will either deliver him out of his preſent ca- 
lamities, or will bring him to his laſt, his 
beſt and moſt deſired Haven. - And now 
what isthere that ſhallbe able to dilmantle 
the-ſpiric of-a-man- thus fortihed 2 or Tob 
hin of his reſolution and his courage? both 
' Which, like a wile man, he hath founded 
upon a Rock, grid {et the, ruin deſcend, "he 
floods come, and.the winds beat upon him, tis to 
no purpole, they can never- fall,. for be bath 
built them upon a Rock,' ; On cthe-contrary, 
how does - Vice naturally. tend to debaſe 
mens ſpirits , and render them' cowardly 
and efleminate, unfit to {ultain thoſe many 
(and, oftentimes laſting) ſeverities 'vohich'a 
lea-warfare: does expoſe them to; either 
through foulnels of weather, inhumanity 
of ſtrangers, ſcarcity and badnefs of pro- 
. viſion, indiſpolition df body paſſing chrough 
various, Ghmes,: &c: and, what- is worſe 
than all theſe outward calamities, (comake: 
up the vicious mans condition compleatly 
miſerable) he hath alfo agalled Conſcience' 
within, -and 4s 1o- continually toſſed with: 
reſtleſs and perplexing thoughts, that he be-' 


COmes 


——. 


Corporation of Trinity-Houſke. 19 


comes like the troubled Sea before bim, which 16i. 55. 29. 


cannot reſt, and whoſe waters caſt up -mite and 
dirt. 

Lhave the longer infiſted upon this Point, 
becauſe I am ſenſible I ſpeak to choſe who, 


of all men living, are the. moſt jealous of 


their courage and fortitude, ' and therefore 
ſhall not be blamed by you, if T eſtabliſh 
chem upon their true foundations. Buc 
then, Y | 

2. It is urged, Thar Religion will take 
up too much of your time, and {lacken your 


endeayours' in -caſes -of imminent danger. 


In times of fatal concern, when the uncul y 
Element- becomes boiſterous and ungover- 
mable, . and plays with the goodlieft, Yeſlel 
as eaſly as the Leviathan ſports with an em- 
pty Cask 3, whenall on a ſudden the Ocea; 
becomes a confuſed Chaos, heighth and 
depth,” light and darkneſs are mingled to- 


gether; then, when all hands ſhould bear 


work, and every pull ſeems co. be the lit 
tup for life ; then, 1 ſay, for a man to be- 
take himſelf to his prayers, or with the 


Prophet, go down into the ſides of the Ship, 


there lay himſelf dofvn to ſleep (thoug', 
D perha; 


— 
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perhaps the next moment it may prove, his 
laſt), or, what" is much the- ſame thing, 
there fling himſelf wholly upon Gods Pro- 
rection, rely upon his Providence, and reſt 
allured that nothing, but a, Divine hand can 
fave and deliver him : what is this but to 
render men uleleſs irt their Arts, inſenſible 
of their danger, and even, to betray them 
out of their lives? and if this be the effect of 
calling upon God, it were as good men 
ſhould ſhipwrack their faith as themſelves. 
In reply to this, S* Paul's Rule holds 
good, "That if any would not work, neither 
ſhould they eat. Idlenels and loth,. vain pre- 
ſumption and cauſelefs ſecurity are fo far- 
from being countenanced by Religion, . 
that it lays the greateſt obligations upon 
men to. the contrary. . It charges diligence 
and induſtry upon mens TOS and 
lets them know that they muſt one day give 
a ſevere account for the miſuſe of rhat time 
which once loſt can-never be regained ; it 
tells them, That though they ſhould. be 
careleſs of themſelves, yet no conſideration 


ought to make them, prodigal of the lives of 
other men, where all thmgs muſt happen, alike - 
| | to 
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to all,and there will be but one event to the righteous 
and to the wicked, to bim that ſweareth, and t6 
him that feureth an Oath. 

But now what hinders that men cannot 
reconcile their buſineſs and their devotions 
rogether, and let their minds be well em- 
ployed however their Bodies are excrcifed ? 
Sure I am, this would be fo far from hin- 


dring you in your labours, how urgent and: 


preſſing ſoever they may be, that it will 
make yon undergo them with much greater 
alacrity and cheerfulneſs of mind-and ſweet 
hopes of ſucceſs; for to entertain ferious 
thoughts, to- put up-4 prayer to God; arid 
with the Diſciples of our Lotd to ery out 


Lord ſave ius, we periſh, will add a great Spur Manh. 8 25 


to your endeavours. Icome now; 

3- To confider,| Whether the Krow- 
ledge of the Seas is tather apt to draw men 
off from the belief of a God and Proyidence, 
than to ſettle and confirm then init. - This 
Objection, I confeſs, is home tothe buſineſs, 
and if this be true; what | have already aid 
may pals for nothing. ' But let us examine 


thoſe Reaſons which ſeem to prop up this 
| Py Aus 


Opinion ; and they are theſe 
| D 2 Furſt, 
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Firſt,, That by the Knowledge 'of the 
Seas men diſcover many uſeleſs parts of the 
Creation. - 

Secondly, They get conſiderable Inſtances 
againſt the univerſality of rhe Notion of 
God. | 

Firſt, That by the Knowledge of che Seas 
are diſcovered many uſeleſs parts of the Cre- 
ation. | This hath been frequent in. the 


mouths of bad men, and.isan opinion which 


' their old Champion Lucretis hath ſo garniſh- 


ed and tricked up with Poetry, that the gild- 
ed Pill hath paſfled very glibly with looſe 
and inconſidering men. - ; What, ule of the 
torrid and frigid Zones? to what purpoſe 
ſerve the barren Deſerts, inacceſſible 
Mountains and craggy Rocks ? will not the 
Sea.willingly reſign up her Hurricanes, ..and 
Hfric ſpare all her Monſters, &c. Thus is 
God's Providencecalled in queſtion, and his 
infinite Wiſdom arraigned ; nay the bolder 
ſort ſcoff at the workmanſhip of his hands, 
andtake up that blaſphemous Speech of the 
infolent Spaniard, Si Creations affuiſſem, Mwn- 
dum melins orfinaſſem : had I been preſent at 
the making of the World, I could have dif- 

| | poſed 
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poled' things after a better ſort. > 

Now, beſides that the torrid Zane is 
well known by you.to be habitable, and a 
conliderable parc allo of the frigid, and thar 
both ſerve very wiſe ends and purpoles ; be- 
{ides this, the inclinatipn of che Axis of the 
Earth is ſo admirably proportioned for the 
making it.as habitable as poſſible, that the 
- joint wit of mankind js nor able to imagine 
the leaſt circumſtance in which it mighr have 
been mended. And for thoſe other things 
which ſeem ſo hurtful co the World, though 


it were {ufficient to reply in the words of 


the Son of Sirach, "That there be Spirits-that Ecclus. 39. 28; 


are created for vengeance, which in' their fury lay 


29. 


on fore ſtrokes, m the time of deſtruftion, they | 


pour out their force and appeaſe the wrath of him 
that made thtm-; fire and bail, famine and death, 


all theſe: were created for vengeance : though, I 


lay, there needs no other Anſwer than this, 


et I think it ſufficient once for all to know, 
That things of admirable uſe-in themſelves 
may to 'our underſtandings appear-quite 
otherwiſe, and to be of no ule at all. Of 
which take tliis conſiderable Inſtance; There 
was a time not many Ages ago, when the 
| World 
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Biſhop Ward's 
Eilay of the 


World no doubt eſteemed of the Magner 
no more than of a deſpicable -Stone, part 
of the Rubbiſh of the Creation, or at beſt 
bur ſome of che Ballaſt of the Globe ; but 
Incednottell you (to borrow the words of 


immorraliry of a learned Pfrelate of ;our Church) how.by 


rhe Soul. 


the application of a Needle to this Stone 
you gt the maſtery of the unruly Ocean, 
ride ſecurely upon the back of the dark wa- 
rers, and'make'ir ſupply the place of the 
Stars in Heaven ;| how by the help of this 
you examine all the Chambers of the Sun, 
and imitate him in compaſling the World ; 
how you go out at the Eaſt and return a- 
gain from the Weſt, return laden with the 
Treaſuries of the World ; how by the help 
of this you ſettle a correſpondence berwixt 
the moſt diftant places of the World, and 
open a trafhick berween Nations concealed 
from the knowledge of one another almoſt 
ever ſince the "floating of the Ark. Bur 
what do I ſpeak of theſe things ? By the a(b- 
ſtance of this you diſplay the Banner of 
Chriſt in the Regions of Death and Hell, 


| and ſhed forth the glorious light of the Go- 
- Ipel to the people that ſit in darkneſs, and in 


the 
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the ſhadow'of Death. Now what ienlible a» 


nalogy or correſpondence isthere betwixr a - 


Stone- and theſe glorious effetts which pro- 
ceed from: it > This: Inſtance alone might 
be ſufficient to confound the: ſinful - curiofi- 
ties of men, and: ſtop the mouth of the 
molt plauſible Gainlayer.. I come there- 
fore, 

Secondly, T'o contider the remaining; pare 
of the Objettion, which: is, Thar by the 
knowledg of the Seas men get conſiderable 


Inſtances againſtthe univerlality: ofche Nos: 
tion ob a God; and upon that account:are:' 


inclinable to be drawn oft from the: belief 
of his Being. For it.cannot be demied that 
upon ſome Eaſtern, . buteſpecially Weſtern; 
Dilcoveries there have been founda : forr of 
people. among whom it- was difficult, 
if- at-all poſſible , ro-diſcermthe leaſt foot- 
ſteps of-Religion, or any; notices 'of-aſu-- 


preme Being ; which, ſay they; is a plain. 


realon-that the Notion of- a:. Deity: is:not 
congenite; becauſe-not. common -and:uni- 


verſal ro mankind. Bur:granting:as-much-- 
as this Objeftion-ſuppoles; That there: are» 


tobe found ſuch rude and barbarous people 


nm 
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in the World that juſt differ from beaſts on- 
ly by a ſcanty language and a'hitwane 
ſhape, ſo far unskilled in Arts, and the moſt 
obvious deductions from ſenſe, as- to want 
Logick ſuffcient to clothe their nakednels, 
or but tolerably purvey for their Sromachs ; 
granting, I ſay, there are ſuch men to be 
found, who know nothing in the World 
beyond theraſelves, andare perfeAtly with- 
out God in the World; yer will ic not from 
hence follow, that amongſt people whole 
minds are uſed to conſideration, and their 
faculties duly exerciſed, any one national 
Inſtance of the like nature-can be found : 
ſufficient it is, that as ſoon as we are able to 
approve our ſelves men by the uſe and ex- 
erciſe of our reaſon and underſtanding, the 
Notion of a God becomes fo agreeable to 

_ vs, that our Nature ſeems to ſtand bent that 
way, and we cannot deny the one without 
uſing violence tothe other. 

And now, having done with what I ar 
firſt propoſed to ſpeak unto, give me leave 
ro apply this Diſcourſe by offering to your 
con{1derationtheſe rwo things : 1007 

1. The-eſpecial;Providence of God to 

/ this 
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- this Nationin relationeo Sea-affairs. 

2. What ſuitable returns were proper for 
you to make for ſo great benefics which he 
hath done unto you.  - | 

r. Conlider the eſpecial Providence of 
God to this Nation. in relation to Sea-affairs. 
And whether we conlider the (cituation of 
our Country, the temper of, our Climate, 
the advantage of our Shipping, or the na- 
cure and conſtitution of our Trade, we have 
every where great reaſon to blels God, and 
to acknowledge: he hath not dealc-{o with 
many Nations: ; 

By the ſcituation of ourCountry we are 
_encompaſled with .Seas, ſurrounded every 
where with commodious Havens. It we 
turn our faces to the South, there is a vaſt 
proſpect before us, and unknown Regions 
call upon us ; the Northern Parts are our 
Neighbours and Acquaintance, and on the 
one hand we have the: old World, [and on 
the other the new. So that our U{land ſeems 
by Providence deſigned to be the very Cen- 
ter of Navigationand T rade,andtharit ſhall 
one-day be the glory of our/great City what 

was anciencly that of Thre, PO 
| E 
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Il, 23. 3 Of the River is ber revenues, and She is the Mart 

of Nations. | 
The temper of our Climate is ſo auſpici- 

ous, that as we are not ſcorched on the one 
hand, ſo neither are wefrozen on the other, 
but enjoy a ſeaſonable and moderate revoln- 
tion of heat and cold ; the great advantages 
of | which, you that are continually, paſſing 
through ſeveral Climes are much more ſen- 
ſible of than I can be ; how by this means 
you become better enabled ro endure extre- 
mitiesof Zones, and by your happy Con- 
ſtitutions ſeem to be ſo equally diſpoſed for 
all ptaces,that you mayrevery one challenge 
upon a natural account, what the Philoſ: 
pherdid-upon a:moral, the reputation of be- 
Ing Citizens/of the Wotld<); Bur alas! how 
-would the Rufſian diflolve under! che Line, 
and a Narive of - Guinea grow ftifl upon the 
Coaſts of Spuxberge * Ah 079 
2 Inthe advantages-of ons:Shipping wwe fo 
exceedingly ſurpaſs all orhersy that beſide, 
that' the moſt fondamemal-and neceflary 
parts thereobare the growrhvotgurowun Fo- 

reſts, we/do- allo for arr and-workmanthip 

Exod. 31. 3 (as GoU once tabght Bezalzelandetbolab them 


$kill) 
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Skill) ſeem. to be inſtruſted from aboye,and 


our Axes and Hammers Divinely taught to 
do their work. | 

And when l have given to God the things 

which are his, 'the glory and the praiſe ; it 

cannot be thought unrealonable to give Ce- 

ſar his due, under whole kindly influence 

| and prote&tion Navigation ſeems. to be 

grown up to its perfect ſtature, whonot on- 

ly (after the example of the wileſt of Kings) 

gives order in our, Ezion-geber for a Royal « King 5. 25. 
Nayy, but (what the Scriptures. mention 

not of him) 'is himſelf alſo a Maſter-build- 

er, and iathis Inſtance is a truer repreſenta- -. 

tive of the great Archite& of the World 

than all the Princes in Chriſtendome beſide, 

who can in the ſame language inſtruct his 
Artificers with which God appointed the 
Patriarch to build his Ark, This is the faſhion Gen. 6. 14,15. 
which thou ſhalt make it of, theſe are the rooms 

Which you ſhall make m it, this ſhall be the length, 

and breadth, and beighth thereof, and thus ſhailyou 

pitch it within and without. : 

; The nature andconſticutionof our Trade 
is ſuch, that it promiſes a aſting:eadurance, 
and thelaireſt hopes of a yet further advance, 

E 2 Trafhck 
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Trafhck being; ſetled with us upon as ſure 
and ſolid foundations as the encouragement 
of a moſt Gracious Prince, and the beſt 
compacted Socieries can beſtow upon ir. 

[ am not ignorant that this laſt is fo far 
from being reckoned a priviledge by lome, 
that they account it the great remora of , 
Trade: I preſume not to enter into the me- 
rirs of the Cauſe, it being as much beſide 
my buſineſs, as it is beyond my kill ; bur it 
is to beſeared the great outcry for liberty of 
Trade is near of kin to that for liberty of Con- 
ſcience, which to our ſorrows we have expe- 


- rienced was only a politick fetch of a Party 


to lay all in common, till ſuch time'as they 
conld get ſufficient power and ſtrength to 
incloſe all for themſelves, then change their 
Note , and much more ſtifly oppoſe that 
common benefit for which they themſelves 
were (o lately Advocates. Bur on which 
ſide ſoever the advantage lyes, this is ſure, 
That the ancient Glory of Thre is become 
the preſent condition of this Nation, ſince 
our Merchants are Princes, and our Traffickers 

the Honourable of the Earth. 
2. Let us conſider, What ſuitable returns 
were 
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were proper for youto make for all thele be- 
nefits which God hath done unto you. And 
A think you cannot give a greater and more 
proper demonſtration of your thankfulnels 
for theſe ſo great mercies, than the ſincere 
practice of thele following Duries : 

Firſt, A zealous endeavour after the pro- 
pagartion of true Religion. 

Secondly, Walking honeſtly rowards them 
which are without. And, 

Thirdly, A thankful remembrance of th 
dangers you have elcaped. 

Firſt, A zealous endeayour after-the pro- 
pagation of true Religion. This is the no- 
bleſt end of Navigation, and the moſt pro- 
firable Plantation you can make, to ſpread 
the glorious light of che Goſpel, and deli- 
ver men from the. powers of Hell and dark- 
neſs; it will; conlecrate all your Rerurns 
from abroad, and render your merchandiſe ho- 
lineſs unto the Lord ; and what more ſuicable 
return can you make unto God for his ma- 
nifold bleſſings beſtowed upon you, than to 
make your ſelves Inſtruments of turning men 


from Idols to ſerve that living God. And that 
you may not be unready always to give an an- * Per. 3. 15: 
ſwer 


Iſai. 23. 18. 


1 Theſ. 1. 9, 


* 


——— 


32 


A Sermon preached before the 


3 Pet. 2. 12. 


ſwer to every man that asketh you a reaſon of the 


; hope that is im you, the excellent Grotuws hath 


furniſhed you with invincible Arguments a.” 
gainſt the Gentile, Jew and Mahometan ; 
andto make up that Armour compleat, you 
may find lately added unto it a Shield of the 
true Faith, wherewith you ſhall be able to 


ner 4.15. quenchall the fiery Darts of the Church of Rome. 


How much more proper a Companion 
would this be for you, where by Calms and 
contrary Winds you are ſometimes put to it 
for diverſions, than ſuch unmanly exerciſes 
which tend only to the {candal of your -Re- 
ligion, the corrupting of your Conſtitutions, 
and theeternal perdition of your ſouls? Bur, 

Secondly, Another proper return to God for 
his benefits unto you, would be a walking 
honeſtly rowards them which are withour. 
To preſerve, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, a good 
Conſcience, by having your converlation ho- 
neſt among theGenriles;that whereas they ſpeak 
againſt you as evil Doers, they may by your good 
works which they ſhall behold, glorifie God m the 
day of viſitation. For when all is done a good 
life is the beſt Argument inthe World; nor 
can you bring greater Glory ro God, nor re- 
move 
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move worle ſcandal from our moſt holy Reli- | 


gion,than by letting your light ſo ſhine before men; 
that they may ſee your 200d works,and olorifie your Fa» 
ther which ts m Heaven. For,as one our of his own 
experience hath oblerved, uod Barbari fidem 


noſtram de moribus jucicant ; proclivius quappe eſt * , 


quod videas credere, quam quod audias, C7 raro per 
ſuadet fattis ſermo contraris : Thar the barba- 
rous people do always judge of our Faith ac- 
cording to our lives, it being much eaſter to 
give credit to what a man lees, than what he 
hears, and rarely will that diſcourſe perlwade 
which, is accompamied with contrary actions. 
T hirdly, and: laſtly, A thankful remem- 
brance of the bb you have eſcaped is a 
moſt proper return to make to God for all the 
wonders of his mercy. There are many of 
you here, ſuch: laſting Monuments of Gods 
Providence, that in a good old Age,/you can 
perhaps reckon more dangers you have elca- 
ped chan youcan ſumm up years; O therefore 


praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs, and his wonders pai. (5. 8. 


that be doth for the Children of men. Let no mi- 


racle of his love eſcape your notice, bur ler e- 
very one. of them find| ſome room in your 
Jaurnals, that youmay know how good and 


gracious 
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gracious the Lord hath been unto you. This 
15 a juſt Sacrifice of praiſes and thank(givings, 
yet 1 will bave mercy, laith the Lord, and not ſas 
crifice, i. e. God is well pleaſed) with the for- 
mer when it becomes a means and caule of 
the latter. And indeed your Alms are the 
belt memorial that can come up before God, who 
for his mercies to us hath en joined us pity and 
compaſſion to our Brethren, for in as much as 
you have done it unto one of the leaſt of theſe my" Bre- 
thren, you have done it unto me, laith our Saviour. 
But what need | animate this worthy Society, 
and provoke a Duty lo good and acceptable 
to you, for your works already praiſe you, and 
the prayers of the poor and deſtitute do ligh 
upon you. May their prayers and your b tir 
ſings ſtill accompany each other , ill at laſt 
you cometo hear that joyful Euge, Come ye bleſ- 
fed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world. For 1 was an 


Tungred, and ye gaveme meat; Iwas thirſty, and y 


gave me drink, 7c. Now to God the Father, 

God the Son, and Godthe Holy Ghoſt, to the 
ever bleſled and glorious Trinity, three Per- 
ſons and one God , be all honour and _ 


now and for evermore. Amen. 


FINES. 


